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THE  speeech  by  Harry  Ransom, 
chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Texas  System,  to  the  Friends  of 
the  Library  on  April  26,  1967,  has 
been  received.  Because  it  so  well  ex- 
presses the  present  and  future  role  of 
the  Friends,  it  is  printed  below  in  its 
entirety. 

THE  FRIENDS  OF  BOOKS 

OME  years  ago  my  wife 
(who  had  been  one  of 
my  students)  gave  me  a 
good  lesson.  One  of 
many.  She  reported  that 
a  teen-age  friend  of  ours, 
on  learning  that  I  had  traveled  a  goodly 
number  of  miles  for  an  ungodly  num- 
ber of  hours  in  order  to  speak  for  thirty 
minutes,  had  remarked,  "He  must  be 
crazy.  He  should  have  telephoned." 

I  do  not  feel  that  this  visit  to  Sweet 
Briar  is  insane.  Only  here  can  I  get 
visible  evidence  of  why  so  many  distinc- 
tive young  Texans,  later  to  become 
distinguished,  have  come  to  the  Col- 
lege. 

Before  I  made  the  trip,  I  assumed 
that  I  would  see  here — and  I  do — book- 
knowers  who  have  deep  confidence  in 
the  future  of  Sweet  Briar. 

Very  specially  I  wished  to  come  to- 
night if  only  to  say  that  all  of  us  con- 
cerned with  American  education  owe  an 
unpayable  debt  to  the  grace  and  wis- 
dom of  President  Anne  Pannell.  Travel 
certainly  cannot  meet  that  debt.  Trying 
to  live  up  to  her  example  may. 

My  formal  excuse  for  talking  about 
the  Friends  of  Books  is  dual.  First,  in 
this    age   of   the   non-book,    both   old- 


fashioned  libraries  and  new-fas'hioned 
study  centers  do  need  friends.  Second, 
for  the  humane  being  (as  distinguished 
from  the  animal  we  sometimes  describe 
with  false  pride  as  "human"),  there  are 
few  friendships  so  rewarding  as  the 
changeable  but  continuous,  intimate, 
j  1  ever  satisfied  but  loving  liaison  with 
libraries. 

Although  I  have  only  those  two 
points  to  make — instead  of  the  classical 
three — I  am  inclined  by  nature  and 
deep  conviction  to  be  long-winded  on 
both.  I  will,  as  one  of  our  Shakespear- 
ean friends  said,  be  brief. 

About  non-books  and  their  future 
influence  on  libraries,  we  must  be  prac- 
tical. In  the  future  which  Sweet  Briar 
plans,  this  library  will  be  alive  with 
many  kinds  of  things  and  varied  exper- 
iences which  we  post- Victorian  readers 
can  only  predict  and  to  which  some  of 
us  are  now  adjusting  awkwardly.  Later 
Sweet  Briar  students,  on  knowledge 
bent,  will  be  able  to  summon  up  all 
sorts  of  visual  and  audible  impressions : 
the  text  of  volumes  located  thousands 
of  miles  away,  the  screened  images  of 
almost  all  the  treasures  of  the  world's 
great  museums,  the  voices  of  their  fore- 
bears and  opinions  of  their  college  con- 
temporaries around  the  globe. 

MY  chief  trepidation  about  these 
wonders,  which  are  already 
assured,  is  that  a  twenty-four 
hour  day  will  not  be  sufficient  for 
punching  all  the  buttons.  Indeed,  there 
may  be  no  time  at  all  in  any  college 
year  for  reflecting  on  the  results  of 
campus  experience.  In  any  age,  now  or 
later,  these  results  must  be  highly  in 
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dividualized  or  there  will  be  no  sense 
in  having  them. 

I  am  not  laggard  about  getting  on 
with  this  technological  progress.  I  wish 
every  future  Sweet  Briar  student  the 
joy  of  her  private  call  number  to  the 
British  Museum,  the  Vatican  Library, 
and  the  future  Mid-Pacific  Islands 
Data  Retrieval  Center. 

Until  that  highly  mechanized  happy 
day,  I  must  retreat  into  the  present, 
and  the  present  necessity  of  books. 

By  book,  I  mean  books.  I  also  mean 
manuscripts  which  usually  precede 
them,  periodicals  as  they  have  been 
known  in  the  Western  World  since 
about  1700,  pamphlets  (which  too  many 
libraries  ignore),  and  other  verbal  arti- 
facts from  tablets  of  clay  or  delicate 
messages  on  papyrus  to  little  bits  or 
large  masses  of  print  and  other  mes- 
sages to  the  mind  and  feelings  which 
go  by  many  names.  I  mean  the  stuff  of 
libraries  as  we  have  known  them. 


DO  NOT  mean  the  academic 
stuffing,  the  unbearable  load 
of  stupid,  meaningless,  tran- 
sient, purposeless  physical  mass  which 
long-suffering  librarians  have  endured. 
For  this  kind  of  chaff,  libraries  do  not 
need  friends.  They  need  an  incinerator. 
That  is  not  to  say  that  I  am  an 
advocate  of  burning  printed  pages, 
either  at  random  or  in  anger.  The  rea- 
son professional  librarians  should  be 
among  the  most  honored  members  of 
the  academic  profession  is  that  it  is 
required  that  they  maintain  not  only  a 
sense  of  present  values  but  also  pro- 
phetic wisdom  about  future  significance. 
Any  call  to  action  among  the  friends 
of  a  library,  therefore,  should  begin 
with  security  and  may  be  cheered  by 
practical  purposes  and  the  ultimate 
mission  of  the  library  and  the  librar- 
ians. Every  library  of  course  must  have 
some  habitat — floors,  walls,  a  roof,  and 
equipment.  Too  often  in  earlier  days 
this  requirement  was  met  on  many  cam- 
puses by  relatively  safe  and  sometimes 
ornate  storehouses  for  the  better  things 
that  had  been  written  or  said.  Today 
the  keeper  of  books  is  still  concerned 
with  security  and  may  be  cheered  by 
ornament  and  elegance,  but  his  main 
demand  is  for  means  of  keeping  ideas 
in    motion;    not   just    for    stirring   old 


ideas  in  the  same  circles,  but  also  intro- 
ducing new  streams  of  thought,  new 
combinations  of  fact,  acquaintance  with 
new  theories  and  new  creations. 

The  product  or  the  output — two 
terms  I  detest  in  any  educational  con- 
text— is  the  continuous  enlivening  of 
student  and  faculty  minds.  It  is  the 
library  in  which  our  necessarily  narrow 
definitions  of  course  and  curriculum 
get  widened.  It  is  in  the  library  that 
the  highly  individual  mind,  whether  it 
is  systematic  and  obedient  or  cranky 
and  rebellious,  gets  its  best  educational 
roaming  room.  Nor  should  attentive- 
ness  to  treasures  preclude  less  merely 
academic  activity:  discussion,  random 
conversation,  scribbling,  an  occasional 
forty  winks  of  rest  from  the  burdens 
or  the  excitements  of  study — and  in 
many  institutions,  a  place  to  come  in 
out  of  the  weather,  the  weather  of  the 
meteorologists  but  also  the  academic 
climate  of  turmoil,  controversy,  inde- 
cision, and  irrelevance  which  every  live- 
ly college  produces  without  regard  to 
calendar. 

Having  assured  this  kind  of  intellec- 
tual arena,  friends  of  a  library  are 
ready  to  consider  specific  substance: 
the  librarv's  collections. 


IT  HAS  been  suggested  that  the 
main  motive  power  behind  the 
I  collection   of   books   and   other 

records  of  -man's  experience  is  the  ac- 
quisitive instinct.  Some  libraries  have 
benefited  by  this  uncritical  kind  of 
gathering  up;  I  do  not  decry  it.  Yet 
much  more  often  significant  collecting 
gets  another  kind  of  start — sheer  cur- 
iosity, the  desire  to  relate  something  to 
something  else,  to  complete  the  jigsaw 
puzzle  of  an  author's  career  or  a  period 
of  living,  the  purpose  of  preserving  in- 
formation which  may  disappear,  the 
concern  for  establishing  one  truth,  the 
ambition  to  come  as  close  as  possible  to 
unifying  one  body  of  knowledge. 

A  second  suggestion,  only  half  true, 
comes  from  experts  who  should  know 
better,  experts  who  are  frustrated  be- 
cause they  cannot  get  what  they  lack 
or  get  a  fast  start  in  some  bookish  en- 
terprise. At  its  worst,  this  frame  of 
mind  resorts  to  the  dismal  conclusion 
that  "The  supply  is  exhausted.  All  the 
important  collections  are  already  col- 
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Members  of  the  friends  of  the  Library 


1966-1967 


Mrs.   C.   Clarke  Ambrose 

New  York  City,  New  York   10028 

Miss    Gertrude    O.    Anderson 

Findlay,  Ohio  45840 

Mrs.  Charles  Wm.  Anness 

Cincinnati,   Ohio   45211 

Miss  Nancy  Ayer 

Atlanta,    Georgia    30305 

Mr.   Carleton    W.    Bacon 

Fair  Lawn,   New  Jersey  07410 

Mrs.   Frederick  S.   Bailey 

Mouxy   Savoie,    France 

Miss   Lois  Ballenger 

Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Mrs.   A.    K.    Balls 

Berkeley,   California   94707 

Mrs.   Henry  D.   Barnett 

Sumter,   South  Carolina  29150 

Mr.  C.  Waller  Barrett 

Charlottesville,    Virginia    22901 

Mrs.  John    F.    Barry 

New   Canaan,   Connecticut   06840 

Miss    Eleanor    D.    Barton 

Sweet   Briar,  Virginia   24595 

Dr.  P.   L.  Bates 

Greenwood,    South   Carolina    29545 

Mrs.   P.   L.   Bates 

Greenwood,    South   Carolina    29645 

Miss    Leslie    Bissell 

Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 

Miss    Barbara    Blair 

Sweet   Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Miss   Dixie   Lynn    Boring 

Odessa,  Texas  79760 

Miss    Ruth    Bradley 

Orange,  California  92669 

Mr.   A.   L.    Brassel 

Springfield,  Virginia  22150 

Miss  Stephanie  S.  Bredin 

Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Miss    Martha    von    Briesen 

Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Mrs.  George   M.   Brooke,  Jr. 

Lexington,    Virginia    24450 

Mr.    Keene    C.    Brown 

Amherst,   Virginia    24521 

Miss  Melinda  Jane  Brown 

Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Mrs.    Wright    Bryan 

Clemson,    South    Carolina    29631 

Mr.  Wright  Bryant 

Clemson,    South    Carolina    29631 

Mrs.    B.   Franklyn   Bukley 

Southport,   Connecticut  06490 

Mrs.  Charles  R.  Burnett 

Richmond,    Virginia    23226 

Miss  Dorothy  E.  Bryne 

Richmond,  Virginia  23229 

Miss  Andria   Calhoun 

Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 

Dr.    Max   Z.   Cahan 

Waukegan,    Illinois    60035 

Mrs.   George  A.   Chester 

Fredericksburg,   Virginia   22401 

Mrs.    Calvert    G.    de    Coligny 

Danville,    Virginia    24541 

Mrs.    Charles    D.    Collins 

Atlanta,  George  30305 

Mrs.  J.  Oscar  Connell 

Sherard,    Mississippi    38669 

Mr.    Walker    Cowen 

Charlottesville,   Virginia   22903 

Mrs.    Walker   Cowen 

Charlottesville,   Virginia   22903 

Mrs.   Logan  O.  Cowgill 

Washington,    D.   C.   20003 

Mrs.  Albert  M.  Crampton 

Molihe,    Illinois    61265 

Mrs.    Paul    D.    Cronin 

Pittsburgh,    Pennsylvania    15217 

Mr.    John    Duncan    Currie 

Fayetteville,   North   Carolina   28305 


Mrs.  Jack  Dalton 
New  York,   New  York  10027 
Miss    Marietta    B.    Darsie 
Washington,   Pennsylvania   15301 
Miss   Direxa    Dick 
Sweet  Briar,  Virginia   24595 
Mrs.    Robert    L.    Dick 
Tryon,    North    Carolina    28782 
Mr.    Hugh   K.    Duffield 
Gladwyne,    Pennsylvania    19035 
Mrs.    Hugh    K.    Duffield 
Gladwyne,    Pennsylvania    19035 
Miss    Nancy    N.    Dunham 
Westport,   Connecticut  06880 
Mr.    Robert    S.    Dunham 
Westport,   Connecticut  06880 
Mrs.  Robert  S.  Dunham 
Westport,   Connecticut  06880 
Mrs.    Edward    Dwelle,    Jr. 
Jacksonville,    Florida    32210 
Mrs.   Tom    S.    Eakin,    Jr. 
St.  Louis,   Missouri   63105 
Mr.    Malcolm  J.    Edgerton,   Jr. 
New  York,   New  York   10017 
Mrs.   Ernest   P.    Edwards 
Sweet   Briar,  Virginia   24595 
Mrs.    LeGrande    Elebash.   Jr. 
Columbus,    Georgia 

Mrs.  James  van    Deusen    Eppes 
Bethlehem,    Pennsylvania    18018 
Mrs.    Williiam    Benton    Fisher 
Washington,  D.  C.  20007 
Mr.    John    F.    Flemine 
New    York,    New    York    10022 
Mrs.   Robert  L.   Frackelton 
Fredericksburg,   Virginia  22401 
Mrs.  Charles  G.  Gambrell 
New   York,    New   York    10021 
Miss  Fritzie  E.  Gareis 
Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Garrison 
Gastonia,    North    Carolina   28052 
Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Gibson 
Washington,   D.   C.   20024 
Mrs.  James  A.   Glascock,   Jr. 
Short  Hills,   New  Jersey  07078 
Mr.  John  D.  Gordan 
New   York,    New   York    10021 
Mrs.   Willam    B.   Grant 
Kuala    Lumpur,    Malaysia 
Dr.    Edward    B.    Greenspan 
New   York,    New   York    10028 
Mrs.    Richard    Flavius   Gregory 
Burkeville,  Virginia  23922 
Mrs.    Robert   D.   Gruen 
Indianapolis,    Indiana    46220 
Mrs.    A.    N.    Halverstadt 
Cincinnati,    Ohio    45208 
Miss    Georgie    Hurt    Hampshire 
Towson,   Maryland  21204 
Miss  Susan  C.   Hampton 
Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 
Mrs.    Bert   A.    Harless 
Westford,    Massachusetts  01886 
Mrs.    Adele    Letcher    Harvey 
Ridgewood,    New    Jersey    07450 
Mrs.    Edward   S.    Heard 
New  York,   New  York   10028 
Miss    Bettye    Hobbs 
Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 
Mr.    Paul    B.    Hood 
Amherst,    Virginia    24521 
Mrs.    Leonard    M.    Horton 
Short    Hills,    New   Jersey   07078 
Mrs.   William    H.    Hough 
Wrentham,   Massachusetts  02093 
Miss  Hallam  Hurt 
Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 
Mrs.    John    Izard 
Atlanta,    Georgia    30327 
Mrs.    Robert    E.    Jenkins 
Indianapolis,    Indiana    45208 


Miss    Dorothy   Jester 

Sweet    Briar,   Virginia    24595 

Miss    Nancy    L.    Moss 
Atlanta,   Georgia   30305 

Miss   Patricia    L.   Skarda 
Sweet  Briar,   Virginia   24595 

Mrs.   E.  Ashby  Jones 
Pittsburgh,     Pennsylvania     15216 

Miss  Lysbeth  W.  Muncy 
Sweet   Briar,   Virginia   24595 

Mrs.    Charles    Smallwood 
St.   Augustine,   Florida   32084 

Mrs.  William  C.  Jones 

New    Orleans,    Louisiana    70115 

Mrs.    Karl    Nelson 

Weston,   Connecticut   06880 

Mrs.  Alex  Smith 
Atlanta,  Georgia   30305 

Mrs.   Milo  C.  Jones 

Fort  Atkinson,   Wisconsin   53538 

Mr.    Lawrence   G.    Nelson 
Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 

Dr.   H.   Wayne  Smith 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805 

Mrs.  Amos  Kaminski 

New   York,    New   York    10028 

Miss   Rebecca    Nelson 
Tuscaloosa,    Alabama    35401 

Mrs.   Charles   Lee   Smith,   Jr. 
Raleigh,    North    Carolina    27609 

Mrs.    Ike    S.    Kampmann,    Jr. 
San    Antonio,   Texas   78209 

Miss    Lydia    M.    Newland 
Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 

Mr.   William    Ellis    Smith 
Sao  Paulo,   Brazil 

Mrs.    Edwin   W.    Kane 
Brooklyn,     New     York     11209 

Mrs.   Leroy  H.   Nolt 

Lancaster,    Pennsylvania    17603 

Mrs.    William   A.    Stanly 
Jacksonville,   Florida  32210 

Mrs.    Christoph    Keller,    Jr. 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39216 

Miss   Pamela    Anne    Noyes 
Sweet   Briar,   Virginia   24595 

Miss  Victoria    Kay   Steele 
Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Mrs.    Stillman    F.    Kelley    2nd 
Ivy,    Virginia    22945 

Miss  Karen   L.  Olsen 
Sweet   Briar,   Virginia   24595 

Mrs.   Edward  Stehl,   III 
Bowling   Green,    Virginia   22427 

Mrs.    Gerd    H.    Keuftel 

New  York,   New  York   10028 

Mr.   Jan   Y.   Osinga 

Sweet   Briar,   Virginia   24595 

Mrs.    R.    E.    Bruce   Stewart 
Portsmouth,    Virginia    23704 

Mrs.    Miller   G.    Kimbrough,    Jr. 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37215 

Mrs.  Anne  G.   Pannell 
Sweet   Briar,   Virginia   24595 

Mrs.    Frank    Stubbs,    III 

New    Orleans,    Louisiana    70130 

Miss    Dayna    C.    Kinnard 
Sweet   Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Mrs.  Joseph    Bernard    Parker,   Jr. 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27609 

Miss    Pamela    M.    Sullivan 
Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Mr.  James   E.    Kirby 
Stillwater,    Oklahoma    74074 

Mrs.   J.  J.    Perkins 
Wichita    Falls,   Texas 

Mrs.    Edward    Swain 
Philadelphia,    Pennsylvania    19118 

Mr.    Frederick    Kneip 
Winnetka,    Illinois    60093 

Mrs.   Marvin   B.   Perry,  Jr. 
Charlottesville,    Virginia    22903 

Mrs.    Lilburn   T.  Talley 
Millwood,   Virginia   22646 

Mrs.  John    R.    Kramer,   Jr. 
Charlottesville,  Virginia  22903 

Mrs.   Carl   J.   Perkinson 
Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina  27106 

Mrs.   Alfred   C.  Tate,   Jr. 
Atlanta,    Georgia    30326 

Mr.    Hans    P.    Kraus 

New  York,   New  York   10017 

Mrs.  Cyril   Pesek 

Minneapolis,    Minnesota    55405 

Mr.    Paul    C.   Taylor 

Sweet   Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Miss    Betsy    Kurtz 

Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Miss    Julia    M.    Peterkin 
Lakewood,    Ohio    44107 

Mrs.   Harold  Terry 

Philadelphia,    Pennsylvania    19118 

Mrs.   Edward   Lane,  Jr. 
Jacksonville,   Florida   32210 

Miss  Peggy  Pittman 
Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Miss   Eleanor  Ann   Thompson 
Fruitland  Park,  Florida  32731 

Miss  Constance  Nelson  Lane 
Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 

Mrs.  William  B.  Poff 
Roanoke,    Virginia    24014 

Miss  Beatrice  W.  Totten 

South   Hamilton,   Massachusetts  01982 

Mr.   Landon    B.   Lane 
AltaVista,  Virginia  24517 

Miss    Susan    M.    A.    Pond 
Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 

Mrs.    Charles    D.    Towers,    Jr. 
Jacksonville,    Florida    32210 

Miss   Frances   Lauterbach 
Hollywood,   California   90028 

Mrs.  James  T.   Porter 
Atlanta,  Georgia  30305 

Mr.    Decherd   Turner 
Dallas,   Texas   75230 

Mrs.    D.    E.    Leatherman 
Winchester,    Virginia    22601 

Mrs.    Ben    H.   Powell,  Jr. 
Houston,    Texas    77019 

Mrs.   Malcolm   E.   Urquhart 
Dallas,  Texas  75230 

Mrs.    Remy  Lemaire 

New  York,   New  York   10021 

Mrs.    David    Prager 

New  York  City,   New  York  10028 

Virginia    Foundation    for   Independent   Colleges 
Lynchburg,   Virginia 

Mrs.    Richard    Lenderman 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37205 

Mrs.    Karl    R.    Price 
Washington,    D.    C.    20016 

Mrs.    William   A.   Wachenfeld 
Orange,    New  Jersey   07050 

Mr.    Wendell    M.    Levi 

Sumter,    South    Carolina    29150 

Mrs.    Charles    N.    Prothro 
Wichita     Falls,    Texas    76308 

Mrs.    Ben    Wailes 

Sweet   Briar,   Virginia   24595 

Mrs.  Bernard  Levin 
Norfolk,   Virginia  23505 

Mr.    Charles    N.    Prothro 
Wichita     Falls,    Texas    76308 

Miss    Dorothy    E.    Wallace 
Frederick,    Maryland   21701 

Mrs.    Edmund   W.    Lewis 
Jackson,   North  Carolina  27845 

Mrs.    R.    B.    Raney,    Jr. 

Chapel     Hill,     North    Carolina    27514 

Miss    Maria    M.   Ward 
Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 

Mrs.    Bernice   D.    Lill 
Sweet   Briar,  Virginia   24595 

Mrs.  Alfred   Rauch,  Jr. 

New    York,    New    York    10021 

Mrs.    William    J.    Watt 
Lexington,   Virginia    24450 

Mrs.  Lamar  W.  Little 

Short    Hills,    New   Jersey   07078 

Mrs.  Conyers  Read 

Rosemont,    Pennsylvania    19010 

Mrs.   Grady  Watts 
Manhasset,    New   York    11030 

Mr.    Felix   J.    Lloveras 
Tegucigalpa,    Honduras 

Miss    Linda    Reynolds 
Lumberton,   North  Carolina   28358 

Miss    Kerry    J.    Weber 
Sweet   Briar,  Virginia   24595 

Mrs.  Edith  Clark  Lowry 
Washington,   D.   C.   20016 

Dr.    Carol     M.    Rice 

Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Mr.    Robert   L.   Wendling 
Gallatin,  Tennessee  37066 

Mrs.    Mildred    B.    Lucas 
Greensboro,    North   Carolina   27408 

Miss  Caroline  Gail   Robins 
Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 

Miss   Betsy   West 

Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 

Mrs.    Lewis    E.    MacNaughton 
Dallas,    Texas    75205 

Mr.    Milton    Roessel 
Pittsford,    New    York    14534 

Mr.   Arnold   A.   Whitridge 
New   York,    New   York   10021 

Miss  Charlotte  B.   Magoffin 
Deerwood,   Minnesota   56444 

Mrs.   R.    E.   Rutledge,  Jr. 
Charlottesville,    Virginia    22901 

Miss    Frances    S.    Whitwell 
Syracuse,  New  York  13203 

Mrs.    Sam    W.    Maples,    Jr. 
Frederick,     Maryland    21701 

Mrs.   T.    E.   Schneider 
Atlanta,   Georgia   30305 

Miss    Jean    Louise    Williams 
Princeton,   New  Jersey 

Mrs.    Clay    Marsteller 
Chagrin   Falls,   Ohio  44022 

Mr.   H.  Donald  Schwaab 
Baltimore,    Maryland    21212 

Mrs.   Spain   Willingham 
Macon,  Georgia   31201 

Miss    Mary    Ellen    Martin 
Atlanta,    Georgia    30322 

Mr.    Orvel     Sebring 

Villa    Nova,    Pennsylvania    19085 

Mrs.    W.    E.    Wimpey 
Holmedel,    New  Jersey   07733 

Mr.    R.  John    Matthew 
Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 

Mrs.   Edgar  F.   Shannon 
Charlottesville,    Virginia    22901 

Mrs.    Ernest   M.   Wood 
Sweet  Briar,  Virginia  24595 

Miss   Helen   H.   McMahon 
Sweet    Briar,    Virginia    24595 

Mrs.   J.    B.    Shepard 

Cambridge,    Massachusetts    02138 

Mrs.   Jared    1.  Wood 
Weston,    Vermont 

Dr.   Edward    McCrady 
Sewanee,    Tennessee    37375 

Miss    Mary-Baird    Shinberger 
Sweet  Briar,   Virginia   24595 

Mr.   J.    C.   Wyllie 
Charlottesville,   Virginia   22903 

Mrs.    E.   Fred   McPhail 
Charlotte,    North    Carolina    28207 

Mrs.   Sarah   McCrady  Shumatp 

Fort  George  G.  Meade,   Maryland  20755 

Mrs.    W.     B.     Yarborough 
Midland,  Texas  79701 

Mrs.    John    B.    Minor 
Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio  43050 

Mrs.    Donald    Simet 

Grand    Forks.    North    Dakota    58201 

Mrs.    Frank   J.   Yeager 
Wichita   Falls,   Texas  76308 

Miss    Miriam    Molander    Moss 
Nashville,   Tennessee   37203 

Mrs.   Catherine   S.   Sims 
Sweet   Briar,  Virginia   24595 

Mrs.    Richard    W.    Yerkes 

Bryn    Mawr,    Pennsylvania    19010 
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lected."  In  some  areas  of  collecting 
this  is  a  usable  warning.  The  Friends 
of  the  Sweet  Briar  Library,  for  ex- 
ample, would  be  out  of  touch  with  re- 
ality if  they  chose  as  their  first  project 
the  establishment  of  a  complete  set  of 
Caxtons  in  prime  condition  or  ranging 
on  these  shelves  all  the  original  printed 
pieces  of  Shakespeare's  work.  Miracles 
do  happen.  Witness  the  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls  and  the  new  discovery  of  Euro- 
pean incunabula  in  Latin  America.  A 
college  library,  however,  cannot  rely 
upon  miracles.  It  must  rely  upon  imag- 
ination, laced  at  the  beginning  of  each 
budget  year  with  proper  deference  to 
bank  balances.  Within  such  limitations, 
however,  the  world  of  collecting  is  still 
a  frontier  for  every  hardy  library 
friend. 

Let  me  recite  some  casual  examples, 
none  of  them  intended  to  be  prescrip- 
tion for  this  association. 

At  only  two  American  institutions 
has  anything  like  a  comprehensive  ac- 
count of  woman's  role  in  Western  so- 
ciety been  made. 

On  a  smaller  scale,  every  geographi- 
cal locality  is  an  open  field  for  the 
collector. 

Hobbies  are  natural  fields  of  col- 
lecting. One  of  the  four  great  collec- 
tions on  chess  got  started  by  under- 
graduates who  happened  to  win  a 
national  championship.  (The  young 
founders  were  somewhat  offended  when 
library  cataloguers  put  the  collection  in 
the  category  of  sport.) 

Modes  of  expression,  literary  forms, 
great  events,  religious  movements, 
new  developments  in  science,  industry, 
fashion;  the  list  can  never  be  made  be- 
cause it  would  be  endless. 

WHAT  I  have  tried  to  say  is  that 
given  opportunity  and  occa- 
sion, safekeeping  and  wise  use 
by  librarians,  a  constantly  renewed  gen- 
eration of  readers,  lookers,  and  listen- 
ers with  roving  minds,  the  Friends  of 
the  Library  can  become  an  institution's 
most  vigorous  supplier  of  opportunities 
for  independent  education. 

That  is  a  solemn  observation.  Per- 
haps it  would  make  your  Sweet  Briar 
prospect  more  inviting  if  I  said  that 
in  few  other  areas  of  education  can  the 
friends  of  a  great  college  find  greater 
pleasure.   That  pleasure  is  low-priced 


even  for  the  dabbler  or  the  dilettante. 
Let  us  bless  dabbling  when  it  makes 
sources  of  wild  surmise  or  truth  avail- 
able to  the  future.  At  the  center  the 
real  purpose,  though  neither  solemn  nor 
academically  pretentious,  is  still  quite 
serious. 

It  is  the  simple  fact  that  friends  of  a 
library  can  help  that  library  in  one  of 
education  greatest  obligations:  to  beat 
back  the  forces  of  oblivion. 

Departmental  Report 

RELIMIXARY  re- 
ports from  several  de- 
partments of  the  College 
concerning  the  library 
holdings  in  each  depart- 
ment's specific  area  have 
been  received  by  the  Libraiy.  These 
reports  are  in  answer  to  the  question- 
naire sent  by  the  Friends  to  ascertain 
the  strengths  and  weaknesses  in  each 
field. 

It  was  found  that  the  faculty  is  in 
general  quite  satisfied  with  the  collec- 
tion as  it  now  stands,  which  confirms 
Sweet  Briar's  belief  that  an  under- 
graduate library  should  possess  as  com- 
plete a  general  collection  as  possible 
rather  than  show  too  much  concentra- 
tion in  any  one  area. 

The  reports  do  indicate,  however, 
that  a  general  deepening  in  many  areas 
would  be  appreciated.  Specifically,  the 
Social  Studies  Department  would  like 
more  primary  source  materials  and 
monographic  studies,  as  well  as  mater- 
ials about  Africa  and  the  Pacific.  The 
Music  Department  needs  the  complete 
works  of  various  composers  (e.g.,  Bee- 
thoven, Brahms,  Mozart,  Palestrina), 
as  well  as  organ  literature  and  oratorio 
music.  Their  opera  collection  is  appar- 
ently quite  complete.  The  new  offerings 
in  the  Mathematics  Department  bring 
with  them  a  need  for  materials  in  com- 
puter science  and  in  topology,  while 
the  Modern  Language  Department 
asks  for  more  German  and  modern 
French  novels. 

Again,  new  courses  in  the  biological 
field,  as  well  as  student  interest,  have 
indicated  that  books  are  needed  in  ecol- 
ogy, biophysics,  and  in  developmental 
biology.  Interest  has  also  been  shown 
in  sets  of  bound  journals  and  in  books 
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relative  to  the  development  of  biologi- 
cal ideas. 

The  Art  Department  is  quite  satis- 
fied with  their  selection,  although  they 
too  would  be  interested  in  a  chance  to 
widen  their  periodical  holdings. 

As  more  reports  are  received  from 
the  faculty,  they  Avill  be  noted  here  in 
order  that  the  Friends  may  be  kept 
abreast  of  the  wishes  of  the  faculty. 
A  reminder:  All  gifts  and  bequests 
to  the  Librarv  are  tax-deductible. 


Bequest 


The  Economic  Journal.  Volumes  1-30 
(1891-1920)  on  microfilm;  Volumes 
31-.58  (T921-1948)  in  reprint.  Donated 
by  Mrs.  William  Stanly. 


Miscellany 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Amer- 
ican Alumni  Council,  The  Evolution 
of  the  English  Bible,  the  catalogue  pre- 
pared for  last  spring's  exhibition  of 
rare  Bibles  from  the  collection  of  Eliza- 
beth P.  Prothro,  won  a  first-place 
award. 


The  dedication  of  the  new  Charles 
A.  Dana  Wing  of  the  Library  will 
be  held  on  October  23.  Dr.  Henry  W. 
Littlefield,  vice-president  of  the  Dana 
Foundation  and  president  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Bridgeport,  will  be  one  of 
the  featured  speakers. 


*** 


The  Council  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Library  will  meet  at  Sweet  Briar  on 
November  17  to  plan  this  year's  ac- 
tivities. 

^Exhibit  Planned^ 

A  schedule  of  exhibits  in  the  Library 
for  the  coming  year  is  now  being  pre- 
pared by  the  staff.  Tentatively  includ- 
ed is  an  exhibit  of  rare  books,  manu- 
scripts and  documents  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Friends.  The  staff  would 
like  this  exhibit  to  coincide  with  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Friends  in  the 
spring. 

Friends  who  are  willing  to  lend  the 
Library  a  particular  item  or  a  collec- 
tion should  let  the  Assistant  Librarian 
know  by  December  1,  1967.  The  form 
below  can  be  used. 


Title  (s) 

Author  (s) 

Date  of  Publication 

Member's  name  and  address 

Return  form  to:  Miss  Lydia  M.  New  land,  Assistant  Librarian,  Sweet  Briar 
College 


